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DIGEST: New sppointee to shortage catecory position is
entitled to reimbursement of travel and trans-
portation expenses for the purpose of reporting
to his first duty station under 5 U.S.C,

§ S723(a) (1970) only if payment of such expenses
has been properly authorized or approved.
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By letter dated February 18, 1975, Mr. Gerald P, Dulaney
appeals the denial of his claim for transportation and travel
expenses by Claims Division Settlement Certificate No. Z2-2577880,
January 22, 1976. Mr. Dulaney's claim for $1,96£.35 arises in
connection with his initial employment by the Department of the
Army at Texarkana, Texas.

On February 1, 1974, Mr. Dulaney moved his residence from
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to Texarkana, Texas, for the purpose of
accepting a position as an auditor, series GS-510-09. We are
advised that at the time of appointment the position which he
accepted was classified as a manpower shortage catznory position
under Appendix A of Chapter 571 of the Pederal Personnel Manual.
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Mr. Dulaney contends that because his was 2 shortage category

position, he is entitled to travel and transportaticn allowances
paysble to new appointees under 5 U.S.C. § 5723(a) (1970) which
provides as follows:

“(a) Under such regulations 25 the Presicdent may
prescribe and subject to subsections (b) and (¢) of this
section, an agency way pay from its appropriations—

"{1) travel exzpenses of & new appointee, or a
student trainee when assigned on completion
of college work, to a position in the United
States for which the Civil Service Commission
determines there is a manpower shortage; and

"(2) transportation expenses of his immediate
family and his :household goods and personal
effects to the extent authorized by section
5724 of this title;
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froz his place of residenca at the tize of selection or
aselznzeat te hin daty statioa. If the travel end
transportation expenses of 8 student traince vere paid
when ha was appointed, they may not be paid when ha 8
assizned sftey corpletion of ecollens work., Traval
ezpeases payzble under tids subsection may include the
per dlem and wvileage allovancesautiioriszed for esployees
by subchapter I of thias chapter. Advances of funds

zay be xade for the expansed authorized by this sub-
section to the extent authorized by pectios 5724(f)

ef this title,”

The Nepartment of the Arvy reporte that Mr. Dulanay was not
authorizad travel or transsertatica ezpenszs under tha adove-cited
statute and that at the tize of his selaction he in fact zrread
to pay the coste essoclated with reportins teo kis {irast duty
station. Hr. Dulzoey deaies that he asreed to Hear those costs
and cites his attecpts before and after enpointuent to ohteln
reizbursavent for the woving expeases imcurred fim relocating his
reaidence to Texarksna, Texas,

Coneistent wirth the lancvare of 5 U.S.C. 4 5723(a) (17793,
quoted above, indicstins that an individual newly &ppotnted to a
shortece catezory positios mey be pald the travel and trazsaertation
expensss autherized therwunder, parasraph 2-1.5f(1){(2) of thae
Federal Travel Resulations (FPHR 101-7) (iay 1973) provides merely
ttat such fndividuals “are elizible for traval ond transportation
to thely first offlcial stations at Goverasest exvense.” Faragaraph
€30531-1 of the Jeint Trsvel Fenulatfon, Veluma II, (JTR 2) asnli~
cable te civilian exployecs of the Daparimeut of Defenge, similarly
provides for the permissive payzent of trzval aod transportatios
a8 follows:

“C4351 APPOIXTEZS TO HANFOWIR SHORTAGE POSITIONS

"l. OGEufRAL. To the extent necessary to recruit gqualiffed
perscucel, paye=ent of travel and trassportaticn expernses
may bo made to new appointees to mappower shortaze pesitions
ipr traval to first duty stations in the United States,
excludin? territories and peasessions, ezecept that no

such paywent may be made to studeat trainees who received
payzeat when they were appointed as student trainces.

For the purpose of this Chepter, a ucw appointee is an
ndivideal who receivas his firse appointzent under tha
Federal Civil Service; or is appointed after a bresk in
gervice: or {3 roinstated under Civil Service Repulations;

.
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or 38 a newly appointed student trainee. Likewise, a
student trainee is an employvee who has been in a nonpay
status while attending collega and who, upon graduation,
returns to his employing agency in a professional
capacity.

Under the authority of 5 U.S.C. § 5723 (1970), supra, we
have held that new appointees to shortage category positions are
entitled to travel and transportation expenses in reporting to
their first duty stations only to the extent reimbursement is
properly authorized ox approved. B-164720, August 5, 1968;
B~167963, October 17, 1969. Paragraph C4051 of JTR 2 clearly
provides that payment of travel and transportation expenses to
new appointees is discretiomary. It further indicates that in
the exercisc of that dizcretion, authorizing officials should
considar the extent to which payment of such expenses is
necessary to recruit qualified personnel.

Since Mr, Dulaney was not authorized travel and trans-
portation expenses in connection with his initial appointment
by the Departisont of the Army, the denial of his claim by Settle-
ment Certificate No. 2~2577880, January 22, 1976, is affirmed.
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